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21- You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark, you shall put the testimony
that I will give you.
40 - Carefully observe the pattern that you will be shown on the mountain and make [the
menorah] in that manner.
40 - See that you make them after their pattern, which has been shown to you on the
mountain.
40 - Note well and follow the patterns for them that are being shown you on the mountain.

2. The Living Torah Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan

God spoke to Moses... Some say that this was said to Moses during the 40 days on the
mountain (Tanna DeBei Eliahu Rabbah 17; Lekach Tov on Exodus 35:1; Ibn Ezra; Baaley

Tosafoth; Zohar 2:194a, 224a). According to others, it was said after the Golden Calf, when



Moses went up for the second set of tablets (Exodus 34:29; Seder Olam Rabbah 6 from
Exodus 34:32; Tanchuma 8; Rashi on Exodus 31:18, 33:11). See notes on Exodus 25:16,
26:30.
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You will then be ready to set up the tabernacle in the proper manner, as you were shown
on the mountain.
You shall set up the tabernacle according to the way that it was shown to you on the

mountain.
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[The altar] shall be a hollow structure made out of boards. You must make it as you were
shown on the mountain.

You shall make it with hollow planks. They shall make it as it has been shown you on the
mountain.
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